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A Word From Our
Executive Director

Dear Stretto, BMF, and Trinity Strings Community,

I continue to be in awe of the lives blossoming within our community. In a
recent violin lesson, after mastering a difficult passage from a
composition we will be premiering, a young student remarked, “I feel like
heaven is smiling at me!”

These words resonate deeply. Together, we work to provide access to
high-level music education, dismantle historical barriers to inclusion, and
foster a true sense of belonging for all our students. We ask our students
to pursue excellence, share their gifts through service, and lead with both
strength and humility - qualities they will carry into the world as they
grow. 

This past year was our most challenging for fundraising. As our program
expands and we continue to support our maturing students, our financial
needs grow steadily. I want to thank our Board, donors, parents, and
students for your incredible support during this heavy lift. We succeeded
because we worked together!!

Please join me in celebrating the work and joy of this past year as you read
our annual report.

In grateful service,

Sherri Anderson, Director of Stretto Youth Chamber Orchestra



Moving Forward In 2026...

Stretto continues to explore new avenues for fundraising and increase efforts to
raise money for events and operations. We aim to build on the fundraising successes
of 2025 and continue ensuring that all students have equal access to the music
opportunities Stretto provides, with the support of our sponsors and community.
Stretto’s 2025 Annual Gala provided another large boost to the Stretto Endowment
Fund, helping to create a lasting method for providing quality instruction to
students with top-tier instruments for generations to come. Stretto introduced a
number of new fundraising events in 2025, and we plan to further build on these
successes by continuing to find engaging events to raise money. 

Stretto continues to work towards reaching a wider audience of youth by increasing
recruitment efforts for our programs. Stretto’s community is already broad and far-
reaching, with our programs attracting students from along the East Coast, from
Virginia to Boston. We aim to build on this established network and continue
bringing in more students from all areas into our programs, especially for BMF.
Stretto hopes to collaborate and form connections with other programs, teachers,
and students around our communities to further grow our own programs and
introduce our mission to those who may have a passion for music but have not had
the resources available to them to pursue that passion.

Stretto continues to strengthen our close-knit community, and continues fostering
learning and leadership opportunities for all of our students. With many students of
Stretto graduating in 2026, we will look for our younger students to begin
developing the confidence to be leaders. We also hope to host community-driven
events more regularly, such as the bingo nights and flea markets held in 2025, to
help fundraise for expenses like scholarships and tuition. Introducing more events
that bring our community together not only reinforces the connections within our
organization but also showcases their importance and inspires our youth to
maintain those connections, along with learning to be community leaders
themselves through student-led fundraising.

Stretto remains committed to fostering, cultivating, and preserving a culture of
diversity, equity, and inclusion. Stretto’s mission and our community’s pledge to
these values are what make the organization as a whole so successful. We are
dedicated to keeping our programs accessible to everyone who has a passion for
music and nurturing the creativity each of our students demonstrates by promoting
the development of their musical abilities. Our events for 2026 aim to ensure that
we can provide quality instruments, instruction, and experiences.

Please consider donating to one of Stretto’s ongoing
fundraising campaigns to support and maintain Stretto’s

mission for our community.

Every Day Giving
Blue Mountain

Festival

Every Day Giving
Stretto Youth

Chamber
Orchestra



Stretto’s continued success remains rooted in the generosity of our friends and community, and the support we
receive deserves our most sincere appreciation and thanks. Stretto thanks Princeton Friend’s School for hosting

our weekly Friday rehearsals; and Trinity Cathedral in Trenton for partnering with us to present concerts and
events in their spaces. We are also grateful for our most recent partnership with Christina Seix Academy, who we
have been visioning with for 2 years. This Fall, alumnus and Trinity Strings faculty Jordan Lescouflair launched a
strings program at the school for 100 new string players under the supervision of director Sherri Anderson. The

Stretto mission has come full circle! Thank you to all of those who have contributed to Stretto’s mission this
past year.

Stretto is proud to celebrate another outstanding year of concerts with our teachers and students. In 2025, our
students demonstrated their steadfast commitment to growing their musical talents while performing engaging

and challenging repertoire for a wide array of audiences. Stretto performed their seasonal Spring and Winter
concerts, a number of outreach concerts for other communities, as well as more focused events like our

Juneteenth concert, Chamber Music concert, and holiday strolling as part of our collaboration with the Capital
Health Healing Arts Program. 

One of the highlights of 2025 was of course Stretto’s United Kingdom Tour! Students were able to perform in
historic venues like St. David’s Cathedral in Pembroke and St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral in Edinburgh, and
further performed in and visited attractions throughout England, Wales, and Scotland. Stretto doesn’t go on

tour every 3 years just to say that we went somewhere new and exciting. The significance and impact trips like
these have on our students - and even on parents or those in our community who join us - is immense. Those

who come along are able to deepen their understanding of another community’s culture, and appreciate both
the similarities and differences between lifestyles.

Stretto has also been hard at work to bring a plethora of new and exciting fundraisers to our community. From
events like Bingo Night, Community Flea Markets, and most recently our FUNDrive, we’re able to bring together
our community in creative ways that help Stretto raise funds to support our programs and mission. The money

raised from these fundraisers continues to go towards funding new instruments, scholarships, and more to help
give our students equal opportunities to learn and grow. 

We’d like to also recognize the success of one of our more considerable fundraising events - our 2025 Annual
Gala! Stretto was able to build off of the achievements of the 2024 Inaugural Gala, and we raised over $18,000
for the 2025 Annual Gala. The funds raised for the event will once again be put towards the Stretto Endowment
Fund to provide scholarships, instruments, and other materials to ensure that both current and future students

have equal opportunity to study an instrument at a high level. We want to thank all of those who purchased
tickets to attend the gala, as well as those who contributed additional donations, those who bid on our silent

auction items, our students and alumni who performed at the event, and those who were awarded and
recognized. Our award recipients of the “Alumni Achievement Award” and the “Service Leadership Award” in

2025 were Alexa Zammit and the Christina Seix Academy Leadership Team, respectively. The 2025 Annual Gala
was both a festive gathering and a powerful demonstration of collective commitment, bringing together alumni,

families, and others in our community who support Stretto’s missions. 

As we look ahead further into 2026, we are energized by the momentum of the past year’s accomplishments and
are grateful for the community that helps make all of this possible. We hope to see you at our upcoming events

and concerts, and we can’t wait to create more meaningful musical experiences with our students and
audiences this year!

Stretto is, first and foremost, a team of music lovers who participate in learning and teaching together in an immersion-based music learning
program. Our mission is to provide high-level musical training and character development to a diverse community of children and youth,

fostering socio-economic inclusion, peer leadership, and multi-level mentoring.



Blue Mountain Festival extends gratitude and thanks to our BMF partners and supporters, including those who
contributed to the BMF Scholarship Fund, and the Young Professionals Fund that was introduced in 2025.

Another round of thanks goes to Trinity Cathedral in Trenton and the staff at Mount St. Mary’s University for
generously hosting our day and residential camps and for their continued flexibility in accommodating the

needs of our own students, faculty, and staff. 

First and foremost, we want to congratulate our students for their exceptional work and dedication through the
4 weeks of camp in 2025. In case you missed the final concerts of the day or residential camp - where students

showcased the musical growth, collaboration with peers, and confidence they developed over the course of
each 2 week program - you can find those performances on our YouTube channel!

www.youtube.com/@bluemountainperformances

Inclusion and integration of learners from diverse socio-economic, educational, and cultural backgrounds are
also at the core of BMF’s vision. Our Scholarship Fund is a vital component in ensuring that all of our students

receive the financial aid they need to seize the opportunity to grow musically during the summer break. In 2025,
BMF held a Benefit Recital to raise funds for the scholarship initiative, once again featuring current principal
cellist of Stretto, Alex Fiszer, as well as two BMF alumni - pianist Farshad Zadeh and cellist Owen Graham. The

group put on an amazing performance with works by Haydn, Gliere, Chopin and Rachmaninoff, and can be
listened to here: 

https://www.youtube.com/live/Y05VktX-ca4?si=ujrR3lXwsYBeAkNL. 

BMF also introduced a Young Professionals Fund, meant to help provide beneficial materials to the young adults
at BMF who are moving into staff positions, like counselors and junior faculty. This group is a foundational pillar

for our summer programs, as they maintain a safe and secure environment for student growth at camps by
supervising campers, assisting with chamber music, and ensuring everyone is included in each of our activities.

BMF invests in its young professionals because they keep BMF running smoothly each summer, and their
responsibilities during the 4 weeks of camp give them experiences they can utilize further throughout their

careers.

We recognize the importance of strengthening recruitment efforts to ensure that BMF continues to grow in both
reach and impact. Expanding outreach to local public and private school music programs, to private studios of

colleagues we’re connected with, and even to our general community is something BMF has begun doing in
2025. It is imperative for the longevity of BMF that we continue to bring in more and more students into our

summer programs. 

Finally, we would like to reiterate how important it is for students to keep up with their instruments during the
summer break. BMF provides a structured and nurturing environment where students refine their musicianship,
maintain and build disciplined practice habits, and form lasting social connections that students take with them
long after camp concludes. Post-camp surveys provide both numbers and anecdotes from students that points
to over 95% of campers feeling a sense of accomplishment or making strides towards success. BMF is proud to
be a program where campers are eager to return, strengthening both their musicianship and social connections

year after year.

Unique to the Blue Mountain Chamber Music Festival experience is the extensive amount of individualized coaching and teaching each
student receives. Students spend 4 to 6 hours per day in private and small group instruction with our world-class faculty, who are dedicated
to both teaching and performing. A wide range of engaging courses are available to students, including music theory and history, college and
SAT prep, and even entrepreneurship. The faculty and student performances constitute one of the most important and creative aspects of

the program.

http://www.youtube.com/@bluemountainperformances


Part of what continues to make Trinity Strings thrive is the steadfast support of our community, especially from
the parents and families of our students. Our program meets most Saturdays throughout the school year, and

we need to extend a tremendous thank you to Trinity Cathedral in Trenton for inviting us to use their space week
after week for lessons and concerts. We also want to thank the parents and guardians of our students who

understand that a child’s musical growth is built through consistency, encouragement, and partnership. We
remain committed to working together to understand our roles and responsibilities in creating an inspiring

environment for every child’s education. 

As a long time partner with the Trenton Thunder baseball team, Trinity Strings was incredibly grateful to be
chosen for a community grant from the Grand Slam We Care Foundation! Our program was awarded with a

check for $2,000 to help fund scholarships and provide quality instruments for our students. Our Trinity Strings
students even got a surprise visit from the Trenton Thunder General Manager, Jon Bodnar, and fan-favorite

mascot, Boomer, who delivered the grant check themselves.

As the 2025 school year came to a close, our Trinity Strings students had the opportunity to showcase their
individual progress at our June Solo recitals. From beginners to more advanced performers, the recitals

highlighted each student’s dedication and musical development over the course of the year. 

Many of these students who performed in the solo recitals were likely accompanied by Stretto and BMF alumni
and pianist Farshad Zadeh. Farshad also joined the faculty of Trinity Strings in 2025, as the program expanded

its instructional offerings to include piano lessons! This addition reflects Trinity Strings’ ongoing commitment to
evolving the program in ways that add to and enrich the musical education of our students. 

Our final addition to the Trinity Strings roster in 2025 is our new beginner group class! With our previous group
class continuing to progress through their music learning and graduating to individual lessons, it was time to

welcome a new group of students to the beginner class. The new beginner group class started with 5 students,
and quickly expanded to 6 beginners who all performed for the first time at Stretto’s Winter 2025 concert. Our
young musicians beginning their musical journey on the violin are Calvin, Nadiyah, Jazmin, Noya, and Charlotte,
while Violeta is the sole cellist of the beginner group class. Trinity Strings looks forward to all the growth and joy

with our newest additions, and we are grateful for everyone that helps create a space where children can
flourish. 

Together, all of these new milestones for Trinity Strings reflects a year of meaningful growth for the program -
one rooted in community support, expanding access, and a shared belief in the transformative power of music.

Trinity Strings is a string education program that welcomes children ages 4-18 and their families to participate in introductory group classes;
as well as individual instruction, chamber groups, larger ensembles, and music theory for intermediate and advanced-level students.

Students play together as a group and learn to listen and communicate respectfully with their peers and instructors. Leadership
opportunities are presented to students so they can build skills like strategic thinking, organization, and reliability. Students also learn to

persevere and overcome difficult challenges by performing increasingly harder music, and it becomes extraordinarily fulfilling. Trinity
Strings prepares students who fully invest in their music studies to graduate high school at a competitive, college-bound level.



Tuition - Stretto $18,808

Tuition - Trinity Strings $18,190

Tuition - BMF $36,671

Grant Awards $47,625

Corporate Gifts $16,392

Gala Net Profit $18,744

Individual Donations $80,347

Total Receipts (excludes Tour) $236,777

Stretto Fiscal Year 2025

FYE August ‘25 Receipts

Individual
Donations

33.9%

Grant Awards
20.1%

Tuition - BMF
15.5%

Tuition - Stretto
7.9%

Gala Profit
7.9%

Corporate Gifts
6.9%

Staff Expenses $107,527

Program Expenses $77,067

Administrative Expenses $10,677

Contribution to Permanent Endowment $10,000

Total Expenses (excludes Tour) $205,271

FYE August ‘25 Expenses

Staff Expenses
52.4%

Program Expenses
37.5%

Administrative
Expenses

5.2%

Contribution to Permanent
Endowment

4.9%

A special thank you to our Treasurer, Kenneth Fleischer, for the endless hours
he gives keeping our finances in order and helping us to prepare grants.



Stretto Sponsorships
Thank you to Stretto’s Foundation, Corporate and State Sponsors. To see

the full list of our extraordinary community of donors, please visit: 
strettoyouthchamberorchestra.org/about-us

Stretto Community Partners

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL

TRENTON, NJ



Stretto Donors
$25,000+

Community Impact Grant of the Princeton Area
Community Foundation

$15,000+
Anna-Maria Moggio Foundation

$10,000+
Tony Gleason

Catherine and Harold Levin in Memory of Harold A.
and Roberta Levin 

Helena May
 

$7,500+ 
Alleda and John Mack

New Jersey Arts & Culture Renewal Fund
Jane and CJ Shieh

$5,000+
Anonymous

Christina Seix Academy 
The Kaul Family

The Weight and Wellness Clinic
Althea Williams

$2,500+
Anonymous

Bank of America Employee Giving Programs
Catherine Barkley

Jean and Brian Campbell
Barbara and Max El Tawil, In honor of Kieran Fisher

Cathy Ferrara and Kenneth Fleischer
Kevin Fisher

The Grand Slam We Care Foundation
Frank Guastella

Xi Shen
Zhanyun Zhao and Kewei Ming

 
$1,000+

Alison Smith, In honor of Sherri Anderson
Anonymous

Capital Health
Charities Aid Foundation America

Church and Dwight Employee Giving Fund
The Cowles Family

Qian Dai and Chunhong He
Delahanty & McGrory, LLC, In Memory of Kevin

McGrory
Evelyn Delaney

Alcia Gordon
HEC Pharm USA Inc.*

Oona and Joseph Jackson 
Andrea and René John 

Bonnie Liao & YingHua International School*
Alleda and John Mack
Karen Mende-Fridkis

The Ozsvath-Sperber Family
NJM Insurance Group

The Pemmireddy Family
The Seshadri Family

Michael Sindler
Aizi Shi

The Weihe Family
Victoria Zammit

$500+
Michael R. Armellino* 

Stacey Bentz
CIMS Global LLC*

Karlyn Crotty
Don Gilpin

Hill Wallack, LLP*
Rosemary and Charles Hill
Gloria Hu and Quinn Zhao*

Georgia Koenig
Mycometrics LLC*

Tammy and Derrick Pegrem
Ruth Perry

Davon Reed

$500+ continued
Susan Jean Remmers
The Saltarelli Family

Miss Snow
Carolyn Lewis-Spruill

The Strobel Family
Darya Tahvildar-Zadeh, In memory of Firoozeh

Khazrai
Sarah Vania and Shadi Tahvildar-Zadeh

Ann Vehslage
Simona Wright*

$300+
Octavia Baker

Joan Chen
Mary Lou Delahanty

Alan Harler, In honor of Sherri Anderson
Sue and John Gummere

James Harford
The Horizon Foundation of New Jersey

Edith Juarez
Nancy Keenan

The Method Family
Percent Impact Foundation

Non Profit Connect
Janet Palumbo-Lavery

Bobbie Powell
Ruby and Bob Schmidt

Anne Seltzer
Liping Wang*
Allan Williams
Amy Wulfman

$200+
Felicia Alexander 

Archer & Greiner, P.C.*
Elizabeth and John Balazs

Lisa Browne
Jessica Bayer

Best Glass LLC*
The Blackbaud Giving Fund

Neil Campbell
Helene and Marty Cohen, In honor of Sherri

Anderson
Michelle and Channing Conway

The Lieb Group LLP*
Sandrine Erdely-Sayo

Janine Edwards
Sarah and Jeremy Greiner

Sue and John Gummere
Deborah Hersh And Joe Kinniry

Allison Howe
Julie C. Hsu*

Carol and Robert Johnson
The Karpur Family

Hugh Kesson
Qing Liao*

Masa Sushi*
Robert Misbin

Gary Nool
Linda Pardoe and Anna Rubin

Raghav Pemmireddy
Krista and Evan Quinn

Ronnie Ragen and Andrew Lowenstein
Constance Werner Ramirez

Robyn Richmond
Evan Shieh

Shiva Soheilli and Niki Tahvildar-Zadeh
Brent Taggart, In memory of James L. Taggart

Rebecca and Mike Tewes
Anna Verhaegen

Wanglei International Fencing Club*
Jim Wetzel

Donna Wilson
Windrows

Susannah Wise
Marcia Wood

Ying Cao Law LLC*
YingHua Chinese School*

Asela Zamorano

$100+
Anonymous*
Shiva Agarwal

Kathleen Amon
Matthew Amon

Sharon Anderson
Sherri Anderson

Arthurs Estate Llc
Katrina Baker

Elizabeth Bartholomew
The Bejin Family
Edward Butler

Sabrina Cassagnol
Bing Bing Chang

Lily Chen*
Steven Chen*
Kay Chubbuck

Mildred Chubbuck
Creative World Media

Sidnee Curtis
Myriam Exume

Susan Fahey And Randy Yasenchak
Alicia Ferreira And Hector Geronimo

Joan Fleming
Phyllis Freed
Michael Frias

Elizabeth George
Jennifer Gilbert
Wendy Gilgeous

Judith Gray
Breanna Guindon

Nancy Hall
Dennie Higgins

Kim Hunkele
Aaliyah Jenkins

Marsha Johnson 
Julian And Darryl Kestler

Anastacia Kurylo*
Cathy And David Lane, In Honor Of Sherri Anderson

Sam Lavery
Janice Liou

John JD Liu*
Haiyin Lu*

Shirley Ma*
Bernard Mcmullan and Samuel Stephens

Fay Manicke
Mike Mccoy

Harish Menon
The Mi Family*

Margaret Nartey
Stuart Rich

Elizabeth Romanaux
Kanika Sharma
Gabriella Son 

Deborah Smith 
Sophia Teng

Matthew Vlissides
Brenda Whiteman

Yan Zhang and Family*
Yingchao “YZ” Zhang*

Joy Zhao*
Chen Zhou*

Jiesong Zhu & Family*



A very special thank you to all of our volunteers. There are so many of you and we thank each of you
for all you give.

 
A particular shout of thanks to Arthur Cam for designing and keeping our websites updated, Eddie
Fiszer for helping us write so many of our grants, and Wind Cowles and Janet Palumbo-Lavery for

their help with editing. 

Donors in Kind (Gala Auction Donors)
Anonymous

Priscilla And Joshua Allman
Michelle Anderson

Sherri Anderson
Octavia Baker
Andrea Berry

Carole Bridges
Lisa Browne

Dan Burstein (New Hope Stained Glass)
Kay Chubbuck

Kenia Contreras
Helene Cohen

The Cowles Family
Karly Crotty
Kevin Fisher

Ken Fleischer
Hilary Gehman
Molly Gebrian
Kerry Heimann

Rosemary And Charles Hill
Homestead

Edith Juarez (The Well)
Larissa Korkina

Hillary Lee
Nancy Leidy
Locomotion
Helena May

Mccarter Theatre 
Caryn Newman (Willowood Pottery)

Janet Palumbo-Lavery (Red Tulip Gallery)
Longwood Gardens

Elena Panova
Monique Perry (Monique’s Art Jewelry)

The Philadelphia Orchestra
Rafael Ponce De Leon

Princeton National Rowing Association
Princeton University Concerts

Evan Shieh
Dave And Mindy Spray

Trenton Thunder
Trinity Cathedral
Nancy Vanderbas

Lee Whiteman
Althea Williams

Henry Wong (Carvel Pennington)
Amy Wulfman

Randy Yasenchak
Dee Young

Farshad Zadeh
Asela Zamorano
Zhanyun Zhao

Stretto Donors Continued
$25+

Anonymous*
Amanda B Baker
Tanishia Baker

Nancy Bell
Johnny Bentz

Sherilyn Browne
Michelle Bryson

The Coffey-Li Family*
Jennifer Hinck

Janice Iverson, In Honor Of Caroline Ellich
Lois Jacobs

Ulysses James
Josh Jen

Carol And Robert Johnson
Ling Liang*

Mary Pawelko
Sandra Pearson

Richard and Barbara Pearlman
Lily Perrotta

Coco Mi
Albert Ming

Mojgan Salehi
Blanche Sanfiz

Madeleine Shakespeare
Elisa Shieh

Anna Shields
Nancy Vanderbas

Jacky Vargas
Xuefeng Wei*
Gil Williams

Patricia and Walter Zatorski
Edith And William Ziegler

*In support of Bryan Zhao



Cash or check donations can be mailed to:

Stretto
135 Garrison Court

Langhorne, PA 19047

Donations can be sent through “Zelle” using the email address:

strettoyouthchamber@gmail.com

Or make a donation online through “GiveButter” by clicking on the links or scanning the QR codes:

Donate

Thank You!
We would like to extend our thanks again to all of our students, alumni, board

members, faculty and staff, parents, volunteers, and the entire community that

encompasses Stretto, BMF, and Trinity Strings. Your dedication, passion, and

generosity are the foundation of our success, and we are incredibly grateful for your

continued commitment to our missions. Together, we are making a lasting impact on

the lives of our students and shaping the future of our organization.

Thank you for being an essential part of our journey.

Stretto Youth
Chamber
Orchestra

Blue Mountain
Festival

For corporate giving or managed giving accounts, please use the following address:

Stretto Youth Chamber Orchestra 
611 Lake Drive 

Princeton, NJ 08540

EIN 47-4984177

Stretto is also set up to receive stock donations. Please email strettoyouthchamber@gmail.com to receive
more information.

https://givebutter.com/6HJTsm
https://givebutter.com/6HJTsm
https://givebutter.com/6HJTsm
https://givebutter.com/pX5hox
https://givebutter.com/pX5hox


Trinity Strings
801 W. State Street
Trenton, NJ 08618

trinitystringstrenton@gmail.com

Stretto Youth Chamber Orchestra
611 Lake Drive

Princeton, NJ 08540

strettoyouthchamber@gmail.com

Blue Mountain Festival
135 Garrison Court

Langhorne, PA 19047

bluemountainfestival@gmail.com

Contact Us

Stretto's mission is to provide high-level musical training and character development to a diverse community of
children and youth that fosters socio economic inclusion, peer leadership, and multi-level mentoring.

Stretto Board of Directors
Helena May, President

Althea Williams, Vice-President
Kenneth Fleischer, Treasurer

Lisa Browne, Secretary
Josh Allman, Trustee

Priscilla Allman, Trustee
Michelle Conway, Trustee

Yingzi Deng, Trustee
Rosemary Hill, Trustee
Kevin Fisher, Trustee
Arun Karpur, Trustee
Arjun Kaul, Trustee
Kewei Ming, Trustee

Xi Shen, Trustee
Meera Seshadri, Trustee

Sarah Vania, Trustee
Mark Weinglass, Trustee
Amy Wulfman, Trustee

Sherri Anderson, Director
Johnny Bentz, Assistant Director

Luba Sindler, Artistic Director BMF
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	BMF also introduced a Young Professionals Fund, meant to help provide beneficial materials to the young adults at BMF who are moving into staff positions, like counselors and junior faculty. This group is a foundational pillar for our summer programs, as they maintain a safe and secure environment for student growth at camps by supervising campers, assisting with chamber music, and ensuring everyone is included in each of our activities. BMF invests in its young professionals because they keep BMF running smoothly each summer, and their responsibilities during the 4 weeks of camp give them experiences they can utilize further throughout their careers.
	We recognize the importance of strengthening recruitment efforts to ensure that BMF continues to grow in both reach and impact. Expanding outreach to local public and private school music programs, to private studios of colleagues we’re connected with, and even to our general community is something BMF has begun doing in 2025. It is imperative for the longevity of BMF that we continue to bring in more and more students into our summer programs.
	Finally, we would like to reiterate how important it is for students to keep up with their instruments during the summer break. BMF provides a structured and nurturing environment where students refine their musicianship, maintain and build disciplined practice habits, and form lasting social connections that students take with them long after camp concludes. Post-camp surveys provide both numbers and anecdotes from students that points to over 95% of campers feeling a sense of accomplishment or making strides towards success. BMF is proud to be a program where campers are eager to return, strengthening both their musicianship and social connections year after year.
	Part of what continues to make Trinity Strings thrive is the steadfast support of our community, especially from the parents and families of our students. Our program meets most Saturdays throughout the school year, and we need to extend a tremendous thank you to Trinity Cathedral in Trenton for inviting us to use their space week after week for lessons and concerts. We also want to thank the parents and guardians of our students who understand that a child’s musical growth is built through consistency, encouragement, and partnership. We remain committed to working together to understand our roles and responsibilities in creating an inspiring environment for every child’s education.
	As a long time partner with the Trenton Thunder baseball team, Trinity Strings was incredibly grateful to be chosen for a community grant from the Grand Slam We Care Foundation! Our program was awarded with a check for $2,000 to help fund scholarships and provide quality instruments for our students. Our Trinity Strings students even got a surprise visit from the Trenton Thunder General Manager, Jon Bodnar, and fan-favorite mascot, Boomer, who delivered the grant check themselves.
	As the 2025 school year came to a close, our Trinity Strings students had the opportunity to showcase their individual progress at our June Solo recitals. From beginners to more advanced performers, the recitals highlighted each student’s dedication and musical development over the course of the year.
	Many of these students who performed in the solo recitals were likely accompanied by Stretto and BMF alumni and pianist Farshad Zadeh. Farshad also joined the faculty of Trinity Strings in 2025, as the program expanded its instructional offerings to include piano lessons! This addition reflects Trinity Strings’ ongoing commitment to evolving the program in ways that add to and enrich the musical education of our students.
	Our final addition to the Trinity Strings roster in 2025 is our new beginner group class! With our previous group class continuing to progress through their music learning and graduating to individual lessons, it was time to welcome a new group of students to the beginner class. The new beginner group class started with 5 students, and quickly expanded to 6 beginners who all performed for the first time at Stretto’s Winter 2025 concert. Our young musicians beginning their musical journey on the violin are Calvin, Nadiyah, Jazmin, Noya, and Charlotte, while Violeta is the sole cellist of the beginner group class. Trinity Strings looks forward to all the growth and joy with our newest additions, and we are grateful for everyone that helps create a space where children can flourish.
	Together, all of these new milestones for Trinity Strings reflects a year of meaningful growth for the program - one rooted in community support, expanding access, and a shared belief in the transformative power of music.
	Stretto Fiscal Year 2025
	FYE August ‘25 Receipts
	Tuition - Stretto
	$18,808
	Tuition - Trinity Strings
	$18,190
	Tuition - BMF
	$36,671
	Grant Awards
	$47,625
	Corporate Gifts
	$16,392
	Gala Net Profit
	$18,744
	Individual Donations
	$80,347
	Total Receipts (excludes Tour)
	$236,777

	FYE August ‘25 Expenses
	Staff Expenses
	$107,527
	Program Expenses
	$77,067
	Administrative Expenses
	$10,677
	Contribution to Permanent Endowment
	$10,000
	Total Expenses (excludes Tour)
	$205,271
	A special thank you to our Treasurer, Kenneth Fleischer, for the endless hours he gives keeping our finances in order and helping us to prepare grants.
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	Stretto Donors
	Stretto Donors Continued
	A very special thank you to all of our volunteers. There are so many of you and we thank each of you for all you give.
	A particular shout of thanks to Arthur Cam for designing and keeping our websites updated, Eddie Fiszer for helping us write so many of our grants, and Wind Cowles and Janet Palumbo-Lavery for their help with editing.

	Thank You!
	We would like to extend our thanks again to all of our students, alumni, board members, faculty and staff, parents, volunteers, and the entire community that encompasses Stretto, BMF, and Trinity Strings. Your dedication, passion, and generosity are the foundation of our success, and we are incredibly grateful for your continued commitment to our missions. Together, we are making a lasting impact on the lives of our students and shaping the future of our organization.
	Thank you for being an essential part of our journey.
	Donate
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	Blue Mountain Festival
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	Contact Us
	Trinity Strings 801 W. State Street Trenton, NJ 08618
	trinitystringstrenton@gmail.com
	Stretto Youth Chamber Orchestra 611 Lake Drive Princeton, NJ 08540
	strettoyouthchamber@gmail.com
	Blue Mountain Festival 135 Garrison Court Langhorne, PA 19047
	bluemountainfestival@gmail.com
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